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Its been one year since we began
publishing Midtown Living, and its
success has been far more reaching
than we initially imagined. Thank
you for making it afirst-year success.

Some have asked about the
neighborhoods we focus on in our
masthead. For the most part, they

contain the city's oldest homes.
Some date back to the post-Civil-
War era, some to the middle of the
20th Century, but all are located in
the middle part of our city and repre-
sent our past and our future.

We've profiled 10 of these neigh-
borhoods in this issue and hope you

will gain an appreciation for why we
and awhole lot of people are redis-
covering why Midtown is still the
placeto live.

-Sandna Wickel

Charming Older Neighborhoods Revived with New Residents

1) COTTAGE HILL

The Cottage Hill District,
Montgomery's oldest sur-
viving residential area, over-
looks the Alabama River to
the north and the downtown
business district and the
State Capitol complex to the
east. To its west is Maxwell
Air Force Base.

Listed on the National

Register of Historic Places

in 1976, the digtrict's dis-
tinct architectural design
reflects the taste and
lifestyle of the urban middle
class from 1870 to 1910.

Most residences are
simple framed structures
with an unassuming amount
of Victorian detail. Two of
the most prominent house
types in the area are the five
bay facade, central hall plan
with alow hipped or gabled
roof, characterigtic of the
mid-century structures. More
common is the irregularly
massed, frame home with a
front porch abutting a gabled
bay or front room.

Cottage Hill takes its
name from the first public
school that opened in the
district in 1891.

As Montgomery moved
toward new suburbs during
the 1950's and 1960's, the
houses of the Cottage Hill

district deteriorated and the
area was dlated to become
an industrial  warehouse
area But the district experi-
enced arevival inthe 1970's
as its potential for develop-
ment as a downtown resi-
dential area was rediscov-
ered. It was zoned as a his-
toric district in 1974.

2) CENTENNIAL HILL

Centennial Hill is prob-
ably best known for the
famous citizens who come
from its neighborhoods.
Developed in the late 1870's
and 1880's, Centennial Hill
was the first prominent
black residentia area to
develop in Montgomery
after the Civil War. The
neighborhood contains three
structures listed in the
National Register and 13
locally designated buildings.

But Centennia Hill is
probably best known for the
famous residents it has pro-
duced. Hank Williams, Sr.,
Lionel Hampton and
Erskine Hawkins are just a
few of the musicians to
come from the neighbor-
hoods of Centennia Hill.

Arearesidents take great
pride in their neighborhood
and as a result have formed
the Centennial Hill Gard-

ening Project, Inc., which
ams to improve living con-
ditions in the historic neigh-
borhood. The project aimsto
preserve existing structures
and to cultivate open spaces
with vegetable and flower
gardens, and grassy areas for
childrento play and adultsto
enjoy. Another goal isto pay
tribute to the music and
cultural - contributions of
Centennid Hill with a cul-
tural center built in the
center of the area.

3) CAPITOL HEIGHTS

is
Upper

Capitol
bounded
Wetumpka Road, Federal
Drive, Mt. Meigs Road and
Vonora/lLewis Streets. It

Heights
by

was the old 200-acre
Vickers plantation until
1903 that lay east of
Montgomery. That year,
Philadelphian Henry Davis
bought the land and estab-
lished the Capitol Heights
Development ~ Company
high above the city where it
could catch ~ summer
breezes. H.L. Pinckard was
the president for many years
and was responsible for the
development of the town.
The town of Capitol
Heights incorporated in
1907, and the area was

graded and  improved
through the proceeds of a
1916 bond issue. Capitol
Heights became a part of
Montgomery around 1926.

It maintains its original
character as aworking class
neighborhood with many of
the origina families includ-
ing a number of Greek
immigrants who arrived in
Montgomery around theturn
of the century.

Today, many of the resi-
dents are first-time home-
buyers who are renovating
and appreciating thelook and
character of earlier years.

The structures in
Capitol Heights were built
in the vogue residence
styles of the early 20th cen-
tury. The Craftsman style of
the Greene brothers in
southern Caifornia was a
definite influence on the
developers, who altered the
style to suit the climate and
construction material avail-
able in Alabama. The low-
pitched gabled roof flanked
by ornamented exposed
roof rafters and porches
with brick and wood sup-
port columns are the most
common characteristics of
the homes. Some homes are
accented with decorative
beams with stucco, and
multiple roof planes. A
variety of construction
materials were used, but the
majority of the homes are
wood siding with brick
piers and porch supports.

Story continued on page 7 :



You Can Afford to Live in One of These Fine Midtown Neighborhoods.

= call the Hat Team to put them to work for you! R

EDGEWO0OD EDGEWOOD OLD COVERDALE OLD CLOVERDALE
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$309,900 §179,900 §159,900 $134,500

All payment estimates based on a 5% down payment and a 6%, 30-year conventional mortgage.

Talk to one of the Hat Team Specialists. We can show any home in Montgomery. Call 834-1500.
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Story continued from page 1
4) HIGHLAND PARK

Along with the appearance
of streetcars in Montgomery
came its earliest neighborhoods.
Though most of Montgomery's
homes were centered on the
downtown area, Montgomery’s
street railway made it possible
for people to live away from the
city. Highland Park was the
city's first “streetcar suburb,”
with tracks going down a
median on Highland Avenue.

The city annexed the area in
1899 and the trolley ran until
1936. The area is bound by Mt.
Meigs Road, Ann Street, Oak
Park/Jackson Hospital complex
and Forest Avenue.

Highland Park’s architecture
is composed mainly of small
Queen Anne homes and
Craftsman Bungalows, which
earned it the title “Bungalow
City” from its abundance of
“pattern book” bungalows. The
area offers room to grow, with
large and small lots, anple yards
and creative landscaping.

Highland Park residents are
largely composed of second and
third generation families in the
area, who actively work to pre-
serve their neighborhood. Each
year, the Highland Park
Association celebrates and wel-
comes new homeowners to the
area. Art on the Avenue is an
eagerly awaited annual event. The
neighborhood retains the family
atmosphere of those early days.

6) OLD CLOVERDALE

Few neighborhoods can riva

the scenic beauty of Old
Cloverdale, one of Montgomery's
oldest and most picturesque resi-
-dential areas. Cloverdale was

originally a portion of a 160-acre
tract of land purchased by
William Graham from the U.S.
Government in 1817.

At that time Graham's tract of
land, considered to be “way out in
the country,” was covered with
virgin pine, which garnered it the
name Graham's Woods. Some of
thosevirgin pinesstill existin Old
Cloverdale neighborhoods, which
is why the area was sometimes
called “The Pines”

Open glens covered in clover
could aso be found in the area
In 1892, the plan for the areawas
designed and the name
“Cloverdale” was adopted by the
community. The original plan
consisted of winding streets with
large irregular shaped lots over-
looking several parks and alarge
lake site. Cloverdae's current
plan differs only slightly from
that original drawing.

Old Cloverdale is perhaps
best known for its natural land-
scaping that resembles a lovely
English garden, which transports
anyone who visits to a simpler
time. It is believed that Joseph
Forsyth Johnson, the English
landscape architect, designed the
area. Because of the nationwide
economic panic of the time, the
land was dormant for 15 years.
In 1908 there were only 10
houses in Old Cloverdale, but by
1916 there were 125.

Old Cloverdale continues to
thrive and has retained its sense
of neighborhood spirit through
the years. Its beauty and simple
charm remain timeless, making
it one of Montgomery's choice
residential areas.

7) THE GARDEN DISTRICT

Just south of downtown lies
one of Montgomery’s most beau-
tiful and historic neighborhoods.
Named the Garden District for
its exquisite gardens and shade
trees, the area is bounded by
Noble Avenue, Decatur/Norman
Bridge Road, Fairview Avenue
and Court Street and was first

designated as a Garden District
in 1983. With its northern
boundary extended to Interstate
85, it was added to the National
Register of Historic Places as
early asthe 1870's and continued
to the 1930's with an eclectic
mix of architectural styles.

The Garden District evolved
as early business |eaders chose
to live in an area close to down-
town businesses and the State
Capitol. Homes here range from
modest houses to some of the
Montgomery area's most beau-
tiful homes.

The most commonly seen
style of the areais the Bungalow,
which was popularized by home
magazines during the early
1900's. Other architectural styles
of the Garden District include
Arts and Crafts, Tudor, Italia-
nate-influence, Colonia and
Neoclassical Revivals, the most
well-known of which is the
Governor's Mansion located at
1142 South Perry Street.

Garden District residents take
great pride in their neighborhood,
which remains one of Mont-
gomery’s most beautiful aress.

8) SOUTH HULL DISTRICT

The South Hull
rapidly expanded as the automo-
bile grew as the popular mode of

District

transportation. The district's
boundaries run from Fairview
Avenue to the north with
Edgemont Avenue as the
southern boundary and Norman
Bridge Road to the east and
South Court to the west.

Most of the homes of the
South Hull District were built in
the postwar era of the late 1940's
and the early 1950's when the
country faced housing shortages.
As young married couples began
starting families, single family
homes were in demand.

The style of these homes is
reminiscent of the homes of the
1920's and the 1930's, with tradi-
tiona styles, including Colonial
styles with shutters and the

English Cottage with the front
entry framed by atall gable. The
styles of the South Hull Street
District suggest the warmth, secu-
rity and traditional vaues that
returning soldiers must have
longed for as they began to build
new lives at home.

Those warm feeling of home
still exists in the South Hull
District. ~ Newly  renovated
homes combine the charm of the
past with modern day conve-
niences. The South Hull
Association actively brings the
community together with a
newsletter and annual picnics,
making South Hull an ideal
place for home and family.

9) CLOVERDALE-IDLEWILD

The Cloverdale-Idlewild area
encompasses Fairview Avenue
and Norman Bridge to Woodley
Terrace and Edgemont/Glen
Grattan. The middle class neigh-
borhood features Bungalow and
Cottage style architecture with a
high concentration of the Tudor
Revival style with high pitched
roofs not seen in any other areas
except on Watson in the Old
Cloverdale area.

The origina land of
Cloverdale-Idlewild was owned
by Peter B. Mastin, who pur-
chased the original 160 acres. In
1922, the Mastin family sold 40
acres to Dr. Thomas Brannon
Hubbard. Other plats of land
were aso sold off during this
period. John Haardt purchased
the area called South Cloverdale
Heights, which encompassed
Wellington Road and parts of
Lexington Road.

The Hubbards placed restric-
tions on the land they owned that
was being developed. Redl estate
could only be used for residential
purposes. No structures could be
built within 40 feet of Mastin
Lane and none of the cedar,
mock orange, sugar berry or
other trees could be cut down
without the Mastins' approval.
All structures had to face the

street and had to be above $5,000
in value. Additiona structures,
such as garages or servant quar-
ters had to be built behind the
main house.

Today, Cloverdale-Idlewild
thrives with community spirit
and revitalization, including an
annual Christmas Caroling event
and a 4th of July parade each
year. Residents include military
retirees and families who are
attracted to the charm and afford-
ability of a Midtown home,
achieved loca and national his-
toric designation in 2002.

10) EDGEWOOD DISTRICT

What is now known as the
Edgewood District was once
considered “the country.” Until
the early thirties, Woodley Road
was simply a gravel road filled
with potholes that had to be
hosed in the afternoons to keep
the dust down. Now the area,
which includes Bankhead,
Thomas Avenue and Huntingdon
College, is one of Montgomery's
most picturesgue areas.

Inthe early days of Edgewood,
residents bought their staples,
canned and packeged foodsfroma
grocery store mounted in the back
of atruck, caled the Red Rolling,
which came by every two to three
days. Residents could catch the
streetcar into town for lighter shop-
ping. The end of the streetcar line
wasat thejunction of Woodley and
Narrow Lane Road. It turned left
and went in front of what is now
Huntingdon College, but was then
known a Women's College of
Alabama, and then continued on to
the intersection of Fairview and
Cloverdae Road

The houses of Edgewood
range from modest but comfort-
able homes to some of
Montgomery's finest estates.
Edgewood seems to capture the
feel of Montgomery’s past while
remaining the heart of its pre-
sent. The private residence
Edgewood, for which the area is
named, dates from 1821.
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